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Jarrett road, not lane 

JSIF NEWS: 

The word “lane” usually conjures up images of a narrow thoroughfare with dirt surface 

with the promise of $14 million rehabilitative works; Jarrett Lane will certainly put the 

lane part its name into question. The Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF) is 

responsible for the transformation of the 5 main roads in this renowned East Kingston 

community which will be made official next Friday through the signing of a contract with 

the Jarrett Lane Community Club.  

 

 

 

The JSIF will provide more than $10.5 million which will be used for the resurfacing of 

1km of roadway complemented by the construction of drains. As part of JSIF’s 

requirements for funding, the community will also contribute 25% of the total project 

cost valued at some $3.4 million that will be used to repair existing sideways, improve 

entrances to lots and relocate public utility poles. The project will be funded under the 

European Union’s Poverty Reduction Programme Phase Two (EUPRP II). The EUPRP 

II, which is being implemented by the JSIF, has increased public safety and crime 
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reduction as its main goals and Jarrett Lane has the characteristics of volatile 

communities that it targets. 

 

Jarrett Lane is among communities that have been identified as “hot spots” by the 

Ministry of National Security. The community has had history of crime and violence 

fuelled by turf wars and gang related activities that continue to this day. In addition to the 

high incidences of violence, access to services outside the community has been restricted 

by the poor road conditions. With the rehabilitation of the roadways there will be positive 

impact on the standard of living for the more than 1880 residents as the community will 

be more open to accessing basic social services such as garbage collection, fire or hazard 

control services and poor relief.  Public safety it will also be improved with better the 

response time and ability of security forces to move around the community.  

 

JSIF’s Coordinator for the EU PRP II, Mrs. Shakierah Cowan, noted that there are great 

expectations for this project in addressing some of the social ills in this community. She 

said that, “We are extremely optimistic that this intervention will definitely impact the 

lives of people of this community. The EURP II is really seeking to invest in the most 

volatile communities with the objective that residents will definitely have a better 

standard of living, more opportunities and ultimately will be less willing to choose crime 

and violence as a lifestyle”.  

 

The Jarrett Lane Road Rehabilitation Project is the first contract to be signed under 

EUPRP II. The EUPRP II is being funded by a 10 million Euro grant from the European 

Union and is scheduled for completion in December 2011. 
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