JAMAICA SOCIAL INVESTMENT FUND

ISO 14001:2004 CERTIFIED

JSIF News, April 14, 2010:

Mount Vernon Road Before

The newly rehabilitated Mount
Vernon Road in Platfield, St. Mary.



Six months after its completion, the 3.55 km Mount Vernon Road in Platfield St.
Mary, which sparked a newspaper feature for being one of Jamaica’s most

neglected roads, is now benefiting the community.

Produce reaped by farmers in Mount

Vernon.

“There is a farming revival as people are now taking an active interest in planting
crops for market,” said Mercelyn Bonner, Public Relations Officer for the Mount
Vernon Citizen’s Association. She related that in the past, farmers would plant
their crop and had to carry the produce on their head for half a mile to the
Platfield Square as the produce truck was unable to access the Mount Vernon

Road. Today, the truck comes into the community!

Obadiah Bailey, Resident and Director for the Beacon of Hope Mission located in
the community reported that “For the first time in 48 years we had a garbage

truck collecting refuse. In fact, for the first time | saw a fire truck in the



community plus other utility and service vehicles.” Mr. Bailey, a son of the soil,
returned to the Mount Vernon community in 1998 after living and working in the
United States as an electrical contractor during which period he was also
learning about being a Missionary. However, after realizing the many needs of
the community, the missionary spirit drew him, his family and friends to create
the Beacon of Hope Mission. During the summer, through the efforts of the entity,
Missions from overseas are undertaken and the community benefits from
medical services as well as religious teachings. “On many occasions and
especially if it rained terribly, we had to get off the bus at the fording and walk the

rest of the way to the Mission”.

Michael Brown, a Taxi Operator who has been plying the Mount Vernon route for
the past 20 years highlighted the deplorable conditions of the road prior to it
being repaired. “l used to drive a Lada and | remember once there was a 4ft
deep crater in the middle of the road. On most occasions, | lined up the car to
prevent it from going in, but there was one time when [ felt it going in, so |

stopped the car and checked it out.

Taxi now plying the Mount Vernon route without any challenges.



When | looked and saw what was about to happen, | decided | was going to floor
the gas pedal and see if | could out drive the crater. That was the only way |

could escape it.” And yes — he did escape without injury.

During the period of disrepair, the Mount Vernon Road was cut off from social
services as well as its neighbouring community of Shooter creating a situation of
one road in and out of the community. As a result, an additional half an hour was
added to the transportation time to reach Richmond, the nearest town to the

community. Today, that journey is completed in 15 minutes.

Getinella Bonner, a former student of the St. Mary High School recalls only too
well the days when there were only a few faithful taxi drivers who would still ply
the Mount Vernon Road. If a taxi was not available, then it would be a 30 minute
walk out to and from the Platfield Square everyday to get transportation. Today,
she is able to save money as she no longer has to fork out additional monies to

replace shoes that were quickly being damaged due to the awful road conditions.

The Mount Vernon Road was constructed at a cost of over J$31 million by
contractor TKB Construction under the Emergency Recovery Project being

implemented by the Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF).

Omar Sweeney, General Manager, Technical Services, JSIF noted that,
“Partnership between communities and government agencies is reaping untold
rewards as evidenced in the collaboration between the JSIF and the Mount
Vernon community. He pointed out that while the path to the rehabilitation of the
Mount Vernon Road was rather challenging, the community did not falter. Instead
they called the JSIF as well as wrote to the Prime Minister to ascertain what was
happening”. He commended the community for the level of community spirit
displayed while noting that such interest in their own development will auger well

for their future success.



Additional information on the JSIF and its projects can be found on the JSIF’s

website at www.]jsif.org
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