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J$18-m to repair East Kingston Road in Rockfort

JSIF News, Friday August 13, 2010: 

An $18 million road rehabilitation project to make travel easier and provide better access for social services in the East Kingston community of Rockfort will be completed within the next four months.
The Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF) and the Rockfort Development Council signed the community agreements for the implementation of the project this morning (August 13, 2010) at the Leila Tomlinson Basic School in the community.
According to Rhonda Lumsden-Lue, JSIF’s General Manager, Human Resource and Administration repairs to the Harbour Road project will be carried out by contractor Alcar Construction and Haulage Ltd at a cost of $18.4 million. She informed that of this sum, $13.2 million has been provided from a grant under the European Union and Government of Jamaica funded Poverty Reduction Programme II while the Rockfort Development Council will provide the additional $5.2 million. The scope of works will comprise repairs to 0.8 kilometre of roadway.

Ms. Corrine Deleu, Project Manager, Delegation of the European Union in addressing the community commended the residents on their effort to spearhead their own development. Ms. Deleu revealed that in addition to the Harbour Road rehabilitation project, the community of Rockfort will also be benefiting from three other projects, namely the Windward Road Primary and Junior High School, Rusden Road and Tiverton Road rehabilitation projects. These projects are slated for implementation within the next three months and will also be implemented by the JSIF under the Poverty Reduction Programme II.
Meanwhile, Mr. Phillip Paulwell, Member of Parliament in his remarks revealed that in meeting with the community, they have already worked out how the community contribution component will be met. He informed that the community is fully cognizant of what will be involved and are aware that they must make a contribution as the contractor will not provide all the requirements. Mr. Paulwell further pledged his support in nurturing the project to ensure that it is completed on time and within budget. 

Councillor Angella Brown-Burke in bringing greetings highlighted that the imminent rehabilitation of the Harbour Road is in keeping with the vision of the Rockfort Development Council which is the progress and development of the community. She however informed that many of the roads in the Rockfort community are in a deplorable state. As a result, she encouraged the community members to be committed to the project and ensure its successful completion.

The main objective of the Poverty Reduction Programme II is the alleviation of poverty. This will be achieved via the implementation of approximately 40 socio-economic sub-projects including income-generating activities, infrastructure and water projects as well as health and sanitation, crime prevention and education related projects. PRP II is funded by the European Union in partnership with the Government of Jamaica at a total cost of Є11.6m

Additional information on the JSIF and its projects can be found on the JSIF’s website at www.jsif.org
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