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GRANTS OF LOW AMOUNT SCHEME

PROJECTS SEEKING FINANCING OF NO MORE THAN 1,000,000 JMD

TOTAL AMOUNT OF AVAILABLE FUNDS FOR THIS SCHEME: €20,000


All organizations must read these guidelines before completing the PRP II/JSIF application form.
A.
INTRODUCTION
A.1 
GENERAL BACKGROUND
The Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF) was established in December 1996 as a component of the Government of Jamaica’s strategy to reduce and eradicate poverty. Recognising the limited capacity of existing government institutions to implement small-scale projects at the community level, Cabinet in December 1995, approved the establishment of the JSIF as a key component of the Government’s National Poverty Eradication Programme (NPEP). JSIF invests in community-based projects as a means to empowering communities and building social capital.  By involving communities fully in prioritising, planning, managing and monitoring their own development projects, JSIF helps to build local capacity to sustain and extend development initiatives. It works in partnership with communities, the private sector, non-governmental organisations (NGOs), and donor agencies, in seeking to channel benefits to the poorest communities across the country. 

The Poverty Reduction Programme II (PRP II) is funded by The European Union in partnership with the Government of Jamaica. This project targets volatile and/or vulnerable communities and assists them to identify their infrastructural development needs that seek to alleviate poverty. One of the ways in which the PRP II seeks to achieve its objectives is through a partnership between the JSIF and the SDC.
A.2
ROLE OF THE SDC
The Social Development Commission (SDC), an agency of the Ministry of Youth Culture and Sport, has the mandate for community development. The SDC through its established network (community, parish and national) is expected to function as a service provider and a facilitator and as JSIF's primary conduit to the communities. The SDC is identified as the principal body responsible for community mobilisation. The SDC works with communities to establish local institutions/groups and build local capacity to develop and implement projects beneficial to them. As the mobilising and facilitating link for communities across Jamaica, the SDC is strategically placed to ensure that resources available to poor communities under the PRP II are appropriately targeted and channelled. Within the PRP II programme, the SDC will work with CBOs in the target communities to develop proposals based on community priority needs which will be submitted to the JSIF for funding consideration
A.3
GRANTS OF LOW AMOUNT (GOLA) SCHEME
Within the context of poverty reduction, with special emphasis on the promotion of safety in volatile communities, a primary consideration is that proposals emerge from well-informed community participation. To achieve effective and well-informed involvement at the local level, the PRP II strategy is one of helping to strengthen Community Based Organizations (CBOs) working closely with the Jamaica Social Investment Fund (JSIF), the Ministry of National Security (MNS), the SDC, CBOs themselves, NGOs and Local Government. 

The PRP II is awarding a limited number of Grants of Low Amounts (less than 1,000,000 JMD) to fund projects to assist in the implementation of summer camps  for beneficiaries in targeted communities working with the SDC on a cost sharing basis. The PRP II will fund up to 90% of eligible activities (up to 1,000,000 JMD) while other partner(s) contribution is expected to be at least 10% which may be in cash or kind.
A.4
ELIGIBILITY OF NON-STATE ACTORS (NSAs)
To be eligible, the NSA must:

· be a Community Based Organization

· be legally registered in Jamaica

· have been in operation for at least six (6) months
· be engaged in providing capacity building and/or development support services to communities

· targeting beneficiaries living in any of the inner-city communities listed below: 

	Clarendon
	Farm/Effortville, Canaan Heights, Buck’s Common

	Kingston
	Rockfort, Southside, Allman Town, Fletcher’s Land, Rema, Torrington Park, Barnes Avenue

	St. Andrew
	Payne Land, Tavares Gardens, Seaview Gardens – Phase 1, Greenwich Farm, Tower Avenue, Penwood Road, 2 Miles, Seaview Gardens – Phase 2, Drewsland, August Town, Mud Town, Kintyre, Kencot Standpipe, Papine, Tavern, Grant’s Pen, 100 Lane, Cassava Piece, Park Lane Waterhouse, Maverley, Trench Town, Hannah Town, Matthew’s Lane, Sunlight Street, Craig Town, Jones Town, Jacques Road, Jarrett Lane, Burgher Gully, Dunkirk, Nannyville Gardens, Bayshore Park

	St. Catherine
	Newlands, Gregory Park, Central Village, March Pen, Homestead, Wynter’s Pen, Claremont Villa, John’s Road, Thompson Pen, Jones Avenue, Tawes/Ellerslie Pen, Windsor Road, Shelter Rock, Dempshire Pen, Jones Avenue

	St. James
	Canterbury, Glendevon, Norwood, Flanker, Granville


· demonstrate willingness to work with the SDC in the development and implementation of the project to be funded by the GOLA
A.5
ELIGIBILITY OF ACTIVITIES
Eligible projects include those that allow the CBOs, in collaboration with SDC, to:

· target children, adolescents and/or youth ages 4 – 24 years old
· have an admission policy that is not based on religion, skin colour or political affiliation

· include a structured and varied programme of activities that is activity-based with exposure to new environments and a focus on Conflict Resolution as a social skill
· place specific emphasis on facilitating exposure to new environments that encourage learning and creativity 
A.6
ELIGIBILITY OF APPLICATIONS

· several applications (from different applicants) can be submitted on behalf of the same community
· only one application per CBO on behalf of eligible communities will be accepted

· only one grant of low amount will be awarded per CBO at any one time

· all applications must be accompanied by evidence of legal registration

· all proposed activities must be for a total duration not exceeding one (1) month
· all proposed activities must be implemented between August 01st , 2010 to August 30th , 2010

A.7
GENERAL INSTRUCTIONS
Completion of the Application Form is the only means by which the applicant group can submit details of its proposal for a socio-economic, community organizational strengthening or capacity building project in a target community of the Poverty Reduction Programme II – Jamaica Social Investment Fund (PRP II/JSIF). It is therefore important that the presentation be complete, clear and concise so that the appraisal of the proposal by the Fund might proceed swiftly.

These guidelines provide the group with brief notes about the purpose of each section and help in understanding what sort of information is expected at each question.
The organization must complete the application by using/completing exclusively the provided templates (WORD and EXCEL formats). The templates can be downloaded at the following website:
www.jsif.org

or may be collected from the JSIF and SDC offices. Hard copies can be provided, it is however advisable to download the files on a USB key.
An information session will be held on July 9th  2010 between 10:00 a.m. – 2 p.m. for all interested applicants at the Jamaica Social Investment Fund, 1c-1f Pawsey Road, Kingston 5.
For easy reference, here are some abbreviations, titles and terms used in these guidelines:

	Activities
	Tasks that have to be undertaken to deliver the desired results

	Alternative Contact
	Someone through whom information may be channelled if the authorized representative is unavailable or cannot be reached.

	Authorized Representative
	Someone authorized by the organization (CBO, NGO, NSA) to act on behalf of the group, usually the group leader/president.

	Beneficiaries
	The whole population within a community that is affected by the problem. E.g. there may be 100 persons in the community who lack skills. They are the beneficiaries.

	 CBO
	Community Based Organization (see definition below)

	EU
	European Union

	FBO
	Faith Base Organization

	GOLA
	Grants of Low Amount

	Indicators
	Signs that can indicate whether and when expected results are being achieved.

	JMD
	Jamaican Dollars

	JSIF
	Jamaica Social Investment Fund

	NGO
	Non Government Organization

	NSA
	Non State Actors

	Parish
	A local Government Organization in Jamaica

	PMU
	Programme Management Unit

	PRP II
	Poverty Reduction Programme II

	Purpose
	The central objective of the project in terms of direct benefits to the target group

	Results
	Tangible products or services delivered by the project

	SDC
	Social Development Commission 

	Target Group
	The persons who will directly benefit from the project. E.g. out of 100 persons without job skills the project may seek to train 25. Those 25 are the target group.


	Definition of Community-Based Organization (CBO):
Community-based organizations are normally membership organizations made up of a group of individuals in a self-defined community who have joined together to further common interests. They often consist of people living near one another, in a given urban neighbourhood or rural village. They can also be groups of people united by common interest while not living in the same geographical community. The common interest might be related to production, consumption, the use of common pool resources, or the delivery of services. Examples include women's groups, credit circles, youth clubs, cooperatives and farmer associations, irrigation associations, forest and watershed management groups, artisan groups, fishery associations, and parent associations. 

CBOs can be stand-alone groups, or they can be linked into federations of groups at the regional, national, or international level. CBOs can be informal or formal. Informal organizations, such as women's and men's clubs and neighbourhood groups, pursue joint interests and often appear most accessible to the poor. Formal organizations have legal status, formally stated rights and responsibilities, and a legally binding governance structure for recruiting members, selecting leaders, and conducting affairs. 

Difference between community-based organizations, non-governmental organizations (NGOs), and elected local governments:

· CBO is a membership organization aimed at furthering the interests of its own members; CBOs differ from elected local governments in that they are voluntary, and choose their own objectives. CBOs may interface closely with local government, with other levels of government such as local representatives of central ministries, with the private sector, and with NGOs.

· NGO has a broader scope of activities that might assist CBOs and pursue commitments that do not directly benefit NGO members

· Local governments are mandated to be responsible for revenue collection and for the delivery of a variety of infrastructure and services. 




The completed application (paper copy) must be submitted in a sealed envelope to the JSIF at the following address:

Poverty Reduction Programme II

JAMAICA SOCIAL INVESTMENT FUND

“Grants of Low Amount”

1C-1F Pawsey Road, Kingston 5

Your application will be comprised of the following documents bound together. The provided templates are to be used: 
1. Application Form 

2. Planning of Activities

3. Budget of the Project

4. Statement of Commitment 
5. Legal registration certificates (copies).
Proposals for this scheme will be accepted up to July 15th  2010 at 5:00 p.m. They will be reviewed by a committee and grants will be awarded based on the CBO’s eligibility. Funds will be issued to eligible projects on the basis of an evaluation of proposals. In the event that proposals are equal in quality, the basis for selection will be on a “first come, first served” basis.

All projects funded under this facility must be completed by August 31, 2010.
For assistance or any questions regarding this request for proposals, please contact by e-mail the following        JSIF staff:

Procurement Unit
Jamaica Social Investment Fund

contracting@jsif.org
GUIDELINES FOR COMPLETION


OF


APPLICATION FORM / PROJECT PROPOSAL








� Equivalent (rounded) to EUR 10,000 according to July 2010 exchange rate. Note that the amount to be awarded will not exceed €10,000 at the date of signature of the contract
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